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"l will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: | will break in
pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron: And | will give
thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret place, that
thou mayest know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God
of Israel." (Isaiah 45:2-3.)

A Witness of the Lord Jesus Christ for the Twentieth Century, that He loves
all people and is no respecter of persons, for His promises are sure and He is
willing to reveal Himself and the hidden treasures of eternity unto every soul
that is prepared to meet Him. A Witness of the literal fulfillment of the prophecy
delivered by the ancient prophet Joel (2:28-31) and reaffirmed by the Angel
Moroni to the Prophet Joseph Smith (J.S. 2:41) that the Lord would pour out
His Spirit upon all flesh.
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Explanatory Introductions

Verily, verily, | say unto you, that there are records
which contain much of my gospel, which have been kept back
because of the wickedness of the people;

And now | command you, that if you have good desires
- a desire to lay up treasures for yourself in heaven -
then shall you assist in bringing to light, with your gift, those parts of my
scriptures which have been hidden because of iniquity.

And now, behold, I give unto you... the keys of this gift,
which shall bring to light this ministry;
and in the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established.

LDS Doctrine and Covenants 6:26-28
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Sarah Elizabeth Kay Williams

Growing up as a queer Mormon | always knew | didn’t quite fit in with my
church community. No matter how eager | was to visit the temple, | always
worried afterward that | was somehow deceiving others about my nature in
order to even be granted entry. | felt strongly that if | lived openly as myself |
would be denied the ordinances | believed were necessary to my salvation.
Eventually, this stark contrast of who | was vs. who | felt | was expected to be
caused me to leave the church and seek my spiritual fulfilment elsewhere.
Luckily for me, there is more than one way to Mormon.

Mormonism has a long history with schism. Time and again there are those
among the flock that do not feel tended to by the shepherd and they drift away
to form their own smaller flocks. In the 1980s, the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints was excommunicating gay and lesbian saints, leaving many
spiritually bereft of a home. Many of these still held to the Restoration, and
sought fellowship with groups like Affirmation, but it was the policy of these
groups to not facilitate sacrament. On August 23rd, 1985 some few saints who
were members of the Los Angeles chapter of Affirmation met to fill this spiritual
need, a place for the LGBT+ faithful who had no other sacrament meeting to
welcome them.

The group eventually organized under the name “The Church of Jesus Christ
of All Latter-day Saints” but was pressured by the LDS Church into
abandoning that name in order to avoid confusion. And so this little flock
renamed itself and became the “Restoration Church of Jesus Christ.”
Organized much as other Restoration churches, Antonio A. Feliz served as the
president, John R. Crane served as the Presiding Evangelist, and various
other people served as apostles and bishops. They called women to the Holy
Priesthood, with Pamela J. Calkins being the first Brighamite woman to receive
such. And they called their congregations “Families” because, at this time, for
many LGBT+ folk family was something one built for themselves.

The RCJC never positioned itself as The One True Church, but saw itself as
part of a wider family tree of the Restoration. They believed that the other
Restoration churches were denying the mandate to take the gospel to all
peoples, especially and including the LGBT+ community. Nevertheless, they
were exceptionally open and accommodating to members of other Mormon
churches, accepting baptisms from any Mormon church and accepting as
canon both the LDS and the RLDS versions of the Doctrine and Covenants.
Spiritually the RCJC more closely aligned with the Brighamites, as they
practiced the Temple ordinances in their own portable Temple, performed
missionary outreach, and believed in Exaltation and Heavenly Mother.

As part of their spiritual practice, this little flock believed that any member
could receive revelation and bring it forward at General Conference. These
revelations were then collected into a book. In its pages, among many other
wonderful treasures, is for the first time known across all the Restoration
received and canonized the Voice of Heavenly Mother. The little flock called
this book “Hidden Treasures and Promises.”
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When [ first heard about the RCJC this was the entirety of the story | knew. |
marveled at this little flock of the faithful who despite all that stood against
them had clung to their faith. As a queer Mormon myself seeking fellowship
and sacrament | longed desperately for the kind of connection | dreamed |
could find at a church like that. The kind of comfort | could find in a place
where the theology was inclusive of the voice of my Mother in Heaven. The
kind of Temple where even someone like me could marry for Time and Eternity
the spouses of my choosing. But by the time | first became aware of them they
had already dissolved.

In 1987 there was a vote of no confidence in the leadership of Antonio A. Feliz
and John R. Crane and they both disaffiliated with the church soon afterward.
Antonio went on to join the RLDS, while John remained an independent
Mormon and became one of the most dedicated stewards of the RCJC's
surviving record. Leadership passed to Robert M. Mclintier, but the little flock
was restless. By 1990 some members had grown dissatisfied enough to leave
and form their own "Restoration Fellowship in Jesus Christ." Mclntier’s
leadership was briefly interrupted in 1997 to 1999 when Douglas B. Madrid
served as president of the church. Then in 2010, when Community of Christ
(formerly the RLDS) canonized Doctrine and Covenants 164 and loosened
rebaptism requirements to accept any Christian baptism received after age 8,
the question came to the little flock: would they follow? For a community that
had traditionally accepted the RLDS D&C as canon, this was not an abstract
policy question. Mcintier resisted the change and, in doing so, misrepresented
the position of his own First Presidency to silence further discernment. When
Councillor Sebastian Fabio Cruz revealed that he had in fact supported the
change, Mcintier was discredited. The fallout cost the church both men, with
Cruz resigning first, and Mcintier not long after.

And that was where the little flock dissolved into smaller independent
movements led by Mark Dexheimer-Trujillo (Christ's Church A Reformation
Community) and Fabio Sebastian Cruz (lglesia de Cristo Comunidad de los
Santos de los Ultimos Dias (Church of Christ Community of Latter-day Saints)
although even these eventually faded.

| despaired at knowing that this trailblazing queer Mormon community had
faded before | had found it. | searched for and found a small and incomplete
copy of the Hidden Treasures and Promises online and | kept and treasured it
and incorporated it into my personal canon. Eventually my journey led me to
new gatherings of unorthodox Mormons, and it was in these circles that | first
encountered Evan Sharley, a dear friend and fellow Reform Mormon whose
life's work as a historian of the Restoration had led her to the same beloved
text by a different path. Our shared admiration for the Hidden Treasures and
Promises was one of the foundations of our friendship, and it is that friendship
which brings me here.

Evan has devoted considerable time and effort to researching and chronicling
the entirety of the RCJC, and her work made possible conversations | once
thought impossible, including the chance to speak with Brother John Crane,
Fabio Cruz, and others from the little flock. She has herein compiled for the
first time in one volume the entirety of the known revelation literature from the
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Restoration Church of Jesus Christ and its descendant churches and
practices. For so many of us LGBT+ folks these revelations have gotten us
through dark and lonely times, providing us a witness that Heaven is big
enough for all of our Heavenly Parents’ children. And to see what all has been
gathered here! what all that was thought lost that has been recovered! What a
blessing it is to have so much preserved from such an important and early
queer Mormon movement.

Many of us younger queer and Reform Mormons have at one time or another
found ourselves in great awe of these revelations and the spiritual truths that
they have witnessed to us. We cite passages from the HT&P with the same
reverence and honesty that we cite the Bible, the Book of Mormon, or any of
the D&Cs. In these words we have found acceptance from all our Heavenly
Parents. We have seen, as Alma once did, that where the spirit has need faith
will provide the way. We have witnessed that the keys of the Kingdom of God
were meant to open doors of understanding and never to be used to lock the
seeker out. In these words we have heard that we were still loved. This is a
dear and treasured part of our spiritual inheritance, and close to many of our
hearts.

And if you, dear reader, have found this little book from this little flock in your
hands; and if you are, like | myself and so many of my dearest friends have at
times been, in a pit of despair feeling like you have been cast out of your
spiritual home, may then these words bring you the comfort that they have
often brought me. May you see in the pages herein that although none of
God’s children are perfect, we are all of us perfectly loved.

Sarah Elizabeth Kay Williams
June 3rd, 2026
Santa Rosa, California, USA
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Istvan Jamrik

Since the very beginning of Mormonism, one of the central messages of this
religious movement has been the reassurance that the gates of heaven remain
open, and the Divine continues to communicate with people in this earthly life
through the means of revelation. This view, part of the larger concept of
Continuationism, holds that the spiritual gifts described in the Bible have never
ceased, and they are still accessible to us. Indeed, in early Mormonism,
revelation took many forms: dreams, visions similar to those reported by
biblical prophets, messages delivered by angels or other divine messengers,
revelations or purported translations of ancient texts through the means of folk-
magic instruments like seer stones, and even the words of God directly
channeled through a prophet acting as a medium. After the publishing of a
collection of revelations, mostly revealed through Joseph Smith, Jr., called the
Book of Commandments in 1833, and a later, revised version called Doctrine
and Covenants in 1835, this kind of revelatory process became a hallmark of
Mormonism. Some denominations, like the Utah-based Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, have eventually abandoned updating their version of the
Doctrine and Covenants. Other denominations, such as Community of Christ
or the Remnant Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in Independence,
Missouri, have continued with adding more revelations to their Doctrine and
Covenants into the 21st century. Yet other groups, including but not limited to
other Brighamites, Snufferites, other Josephites, Fettingites, and even Reform
Mormons, opted to publish revelations under new titles, bringing unique new
books of revelatory scriptures into the vast library of the wider world of
Mormonism. The Book of the Little Flock is a book that, along with other
writings, aims to preserve such a book of revelations titled Hidden Treasures
and Promises, containing the words of God as understood by the prophets and
evangelists of the Restoration Church of Jesus Christ throughout its existence.

In the 1980s, many LDS leaders such as Bruce R. McConkie, Spencer W.
Kimball, and Ezra Taft Benson launched persistent attacks from the pulpit
against those members of the LDS Church who would be considered LGBTQ+
today. Many of these members ended up staying closeted and living in
marriages of convenience for their own protection, pretending to be
heterosexual in order to hide their identity, often leading to unhappy lives for
both spouses. Some ended up leaving the LDS Church and religion altogether,
yet others flocked to LGBTQ-affirming churches such as the Metropolitan
Community Church to fulfill their religious needs, thus leaving Mormonism
behind but staying under the umbrella of Christianity. However, there were
those among them who wanted to live a life open and authentic to their
orientation, yet were not willing to abandon Mormonism and the Restoration as
the centre of their faith. Out of this very specific need was born the Church of
Jesus Christ of All Latter-day Saints, soon renamed to Restoration Church of
Jesus Christ to avoid legal issues. The founding members of RCJC, who were
excommunicated from the LDS Church, decided to organize their own church
to meet the needs of those who felt called to remain a part of the Restoration,
despite not being welcome in its existing branches any longer. The
membership quickly grew in Utah and California, with mostly lesbian and gay
refugees from the LDS Church joining initially, later joined by others whose first
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point of contact with Mormonism was through RCJC, thanks to the group's
missionary outreach at Gay Pride and other events.

For any LGBTQ+ Mormons today, it would be difficult to deny the way the
Restoration Church of Jesus Christ were true pioneers among us. They
showed courage and unrelenting love in an era when their own former spiritual
leaders, who were supposed to be paragons of Christlike qualities like mercy
and compassion, instead chose to walk down the easy path of giving in to the
loudest voices of hate and intolerance, just when their compassion would have
been needed the most. Using the allegory of Lehi's dream, the pioneers of
RCJC decided to press forward on the path to the tree of life to partake of its
fruit, while many others chose to stand with the multitudes in that great and
spacious building, mocking and pointing fingers at those who partook of the
fruit. It was not an easy time for LGBTQ+ people. In the 1980s, when the legal
acceptance of same-sex marriages was still decades away, RCJC was already
performing sealings for same-sex couples. At the same time, the AIDS
epidemic, proportionately affecting homosexual and bisexual men, claimed the
lives of thousands every year, while governments seemed to show little
inclination to work on finding a cure, and even some churches seemed to revel
in the cruelty of equating the iliness and death of many as some kind of twisted
divine punishment. At the same time, RCJC members did act in a Christlike
fashion: they took care of each other, did their best to be a family to those
whose families were no longer safe to be around or simply ceased contact with
their LGBTQ+ children or relatives. In some cases, they even took care of
those children whose parents passed away of AIDS and had nowhere to go.
Of course, RCJC and its members were far from perfect. They had their own
conflicts and disagreements, and in true Mormon fashion, there were some
schismatic organizations (such as the Restoration Fellowship of Jesus Christ)
that disagreed with the way things were going and decided to go their own
way. Still, it is undeniable that what RCJC achieved, even if only for a short
time in the grand scheme of things, was a kind of community like no other, true
to the ideals described in the Acts of the Apostles, and in their early days, they
were also blessed so: "Day by day, as they spent much time together [...], they
broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts,
praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the
Lord added to their number those who were being saved."

The way that the Divine spoke to the members of RCJC through Hidden
Treasures and Promises is also unique within Mormonism for multiple reasons.
The revelations within the book establish that the priesthood is not limited to
one single organization, and that no "one true church" can claim monopoly
over it, as it is the power through which worlds are created, and therefore
exists eternally. They also speak to the fact that the priesthood is not limited to
men, and they do exert Divine will to ordain women to the Aaronic and
Melchizedek Priesthoods, Elder Pamela J. Calkins being the first among many
who received this ordination. They clarify that while non-monogamous
relationships can indeed be divinely blessed, the Mormon polygamy of the
time of Joseph Smith and some of his immediate followers was indeed in
violation of Divine will due to men exercising unrighteous dominion over
women. The revelations also explain that Heavenly Father and Heavenly
Mother speak as one, with neither subservient to the other, in perfect union,
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and that Heavenly Mother is overjoyed to answer the prayers of all. Many of
these revelations within Hidden Treasures and Promises spoke profoundly to
those of us who read them and spent our time researching the history of the
Restoration Church of Jesus Christ, and alongside other important writings
from people associated with the group, we hope it can provide the same kind
of joy, comfort, and understanding to those who will read the Book of the Little
Flock. We believe that many LGBTQ+ Mormons may find true Divine words on
these pages. Moreover, we hope that the works, efforts, and sacrifices of these
people will not be forgotten, with the Book of the Little Flock also serving as a
testament to the community that the Restoration Church of Jesus Christ built.
Sadly, their story came to an end in 2010 after 25 years of continued
existence, just when online communities started to really take off, with video
chats and various platforms allowing for communities of people from all over
the globe to come together for common goals. In an alternate reality, where
RCJC held out a little bit longer, many of us might have found ourselves joining
them, or at least finding fellowship among them and seeing them as friends
and allies. As this is not how history turned out in the end, we simply wish that
readers of the Book of the Little Flock remember these people who forged
community and lifted up others when hope was scarce and allies were few for
LGBTQ+ Mormons.

Istvan Jamrik
June 4th, 2026
Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada
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Evan Sharley

Much of Mormon history is written as though queer people were only ever
acted upon: disciplined, excluded, debated, pitied, condemned, or treated as a
problem. However, in my experience, Queer Mormons have a certain
gumption about us, and | was sure there was and would be more to that story.
When | first began learning about the Restoration Church of Jesus Christ, |
was not simply studying another branch of Mormon history; | was learning
about my Queer predecessors. They were Queer Mormons who had been
pushed away from the institutions that raised them, but who nevertheless
refused to surrender the Restoration. They did not surrender their language,
their symbols, their scriptures, their sacraments, or their claim upon the Divine,
and instead they became prophets, priesthood holders, evangelists,
theologians, temple-builders, scripture-makers, caretakers, and knew they
were beloved children of Heavenly Parents who continued to speak to them.

As a Queer Mormon myself, | found that profoundly inspirational, and their
example has led me to try and do the same. Nevertheless, this book is not
meant to idolize or flatten the complexity of the people who produced these
revelations. They were human beings who had conflicts, imperfections,
disagreements, and made hurtful mistakes. Nevertheless, their examples are
ones that | believe are worth learning from, so we can emulate their successes
and learn from their failures.

A couple of years ago, | set out to learn everything | could about this branch of
the Restoration. What began as curiosity slowly became a calling. The more |
searched, the more | realized that the story of this little flock had not simply
ended; it had been scattered. Its remnants remained preserved in archives,
some in private collections, some in old websites, some in memory, some in
the hands of people who had carried it faithfully for decades. My call was to
gather as many of these remnants together, not as a mere historical curiosity
but as a witness that Queer Mormons have a deep and lasting connection with
the Divine. It is a witness that the Divine did not wait for permission from
hostile institutional authorities before speaking comfort to Their children. It is a
witness that even a little flock can leave behind a treasure large enough to
nourish generations.
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For those who were part of this movement, | hope this compilation honors your
labor, your faith, your courage, and your stewardship. For those who have
preserved records, shared memories, answered questions, or kept these
revelations alive, | hope this book reflects the sacredness of that work. There
have been a number of specific people who have been instrumental in helping
me with my studies, and | would like to acknowledge and thank them for their
stewardship and work:

Istvan Jamrik

Steve Shields

Rachel Killebrew and Community of Christ
John Crane

Antonio Feliz

J. Willard Marriott Library

Robert Wilson Royal

Sebastian Fabio Cruz

For Queer Mormons today and tomorrow, | hope this compilation offers what |
have so often needed: evidence that we have predecessors, that we have a
spiritual inheritance, that we are loved, and that we are not alone.

Evan Sharley, Compiler

June 5th, 2026
Camas, Washington, USA

P.S. A free digital copy of this book is available on Gileriodekel.com/BotLF
and a full historical timeline can also be found on my website.
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Come All Ye Saints of Latter Days

Mathan Soderblom
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Worship Helps: Covenant of Baptism and Baptismal Prayer

Covenant of Baptism

[, <full name>, do solemnly covenant and promise before God and these
witnesses that | am willing to bear one another’s' burdens, that they may be
light; to mourn with those that mourn; to comfort those that stand in need of
comfort; to stand as a witness of God at all times and in all things, and in all
places that | may be in, even until death, that | may be redeemed of God.
Amen.

Mosiah 9:9 (RefMo) | 9:39-41 (RLDS) | 18:8-10 (LDS)
Section 12 (Crane)

Baptismal Prayer

<full name>, having been commissioned of Jesus Christ, | baptize you in the
Name of the Mother, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Doctrine & Covenants 17:21C (RLDS) | 20:73 (LDS)
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Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

Traditional

Bread

O God, the Eternal Father, we ask thee in the Name of Thy Son, Jesus Christ,
to bless and sanctify this bread to the souls of all those who partake of it, that
they may eat in remembrance of the body of Thy Son, and witness unto Thee,
O God, the Eternal Father, that they are willing to take upon them the Name of
Thy Son, and always remember Him and keep His commandments which He
has given them; that they may always have His Spirit to be with them. Amen.

Wine

O God, the Eternal Father, we ask thee in the Name of Thy Son, Jesus Christ,
to bless and sanctify this wine [or juice or water] to the souls of all those who
drink of it, that they may do it in remembrance of the blood of Thy Son, which
was shed for them; that they may witness unto Thee, O God, the Eternal
Father, that they do always remember Him, that they may have His Spirit to be
with them. Amen.

Combined

O God, the Eternal Father, we ask thee in the Name of Thy Son, Jesus Christ,
to bless and sanctify this bread and wine to the souls of all those who partake
of them, that they may eat and drink it in remembrance of the body of Thy Son,
and witness unto Thee, O God, the Eternal Father, that they are willing to take
upon them the Name of Thy Son, and always remember Him and keep His
commandments which He has given them; that they may always have His
Spirit to be with them. Amen.
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Worship Helps: Sacrament of the Lord's Supper

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

Contemporary

Bread

Eternal God, we ask you in the name of your Son Jesus Christ, to bless and
sanctify this bread to the souls of all those who receive it, that they may eat in
remembrance of the body of your Son, and witness to you, O God, that they
are willing to take upon them the name of your Son, and always remember
Him, and keep the commandments which He has given them, that they may
always have His Spirit to be with them. Amen.

Wine

Eternal God, we ask you in the name of your Son Jesus Christ, to bless and
sanctify this wine to the souls of all those who receive it, that they may drink in
remembrance of the blood of your Son which was shed for them, that they
may witness to you, O God, that they do always remember Him, that they may
have His Spirit to be with them. Amen.

Combined

Eternal God, we ask you in the name of your Son Jesus Christ, to bless and
sanctify this bread and wine to the souls of all those who receive them, that
they may eat and drink in remembrance of the body and blood of your Son,
and witness to you, O God, that they are willing to take upon them the name of
your Son, and always remember Him and keep the commandments which He
has given them, that they may always have His Spirit to be with them. Amen.
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The Articles of Faith of
The Restoration Church of Jesus Christ

1. We believe in God, the Eternal Father, and in His Son, Jesus Christ, and in
the Holy Ghost.

2. We believe that people will be punished for their own sins, and not for
Adam's transgression.

3. We believe that through the Atonement of Christ, all humankind may be
saved, by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel.

4. We believe that the first principles and ordinances of the Gospel are: first,
Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; second, Repentance; third, Baptism by
immersion for the remission of sins; fourth, Laying on of hands for the gift of
the Holy Ghost.

5. We believe that a person must be called of God, by prophecy, and by the
laying on of hands of those who are in authority, to preach the Gospel and
administer in the ordinances thereof.

6. We believe in the same organization that existed in the Primitive Church: i.e.
apostles, prophets, pastors, teachers, evangelists, etc.

7. We believe in the gift of tongues, prophecy, revelation, visions, healing,
interpretation of tongues, and so forth.

8. We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is translated
correctly; we also believe the Book of Mormon to be the word of God.

9. We believe all that God has revealed, all that He does now reveal, and we
believe that He will yet reveal many great and important things pertaining to
the Kingdom of God.

10. We believe in the literal gathering of Israel and in the restoration of the Ten
Tribes; that Zion (the New Jerusalem) will be built upon the American
continent; that Christ will reign personally upon the earth; and, that the earth
will be renewed and receive its paradisaical glory.

11. We claim the privilege of worshiping Almighty God according to the dictates
of our own conscience, and allow all people the same privilege, let them
worship how, where, or what they may.

12. We believe in being subject to kings, presidents, rulers, and magistrates, in
obeying, honoring, and sustaining the law.
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Worship Helps: Articles of Faith

13. We believe in being honest, true, chaste, benevolent, virtuous, and in
doing good to all people; indeed, we may say that we follow the admonition of
Paul - We believe all things, we hope all things, we have endured many things,
and hope to be able to endure all things. If there is anything virtuous, lovely, or
of good report, or praiseworthy, we seek after these things.

Joseph Smith
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The Mission Statement of
The Restoration Church of Jesus Christ

WE BELIEVE and we accept as binding on us, as a church, The Articles of
Faith as written by The Prophet Joseph Smith. As such, we do solemnly
proclaim and testify:

OUR MISSION IS: To provide an opportunity for spiritual growth for estranged
Latter Day Saints, regardless of their original L.D.S. church affiliation.

OUR MISSION IS: To fulfill the divine mission to preach the everlasting or
"fullness" of the Restored Gospel of Jesus Christ to "every ... people" in all the
world, including the gay and lesbian communities worldwide.

OUR MISSION IS: To promote the knowledge of God's love for each and all of
humanity. We are witnesses that the Aimighty creates unity out of diversity by
revealing Himself to persons of all nations, kindreds, tongues, and peoples
according to their own understanding, culture, time, and society.

OUR MISSION IS: To extend the blessings of The Holy Priesthood, according
to the inspirations of Almighty God, to all who are called of God to the saving
work of The Holy Priesthood, including women.

OUR MISSION IS: To allow revelation in all its forms, to work in the calling of
and in the duration of priesthood callings and church offices, for we testify that
God is the Head of this work and not humanity.

OUR MISSION IS: To use the sacred Sealing Power of The Holy Priesthood of
God to bind all loving relationships for time and eternity as the inspirations of
God may direct.

OUR MISSION IS: To foster a positive and healthy attitude among Latter-day
Saints about their individual human expressions of affection toward one
another so that each may be free from false guilt so that personal faith might
grow without inhibition.

OUR MISSION IS: To "...bear one another's burdens, that they may be light..
.mourn with those that mourn...comfort those that stand in need of comfort,
and to stand as witnesses of God at all times, and in all things, and in all
places...even until death..."
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Iglesia de Cristo Comunidad de los
Santos de los Ultimos Dias - Nuestra
Mision
(Church of Christ Community of
Latter-day Saints - Our Mission)

Espanol

CREEMOS y aceptamos como validos para nosotros como Iglesia los
Articulos de Fe, escritos por Joseph Smith el Profeta. En virtud de ello
solemnemente proclamamos y testificamos que:

NUESTRA MISION es generar comunidades cristianas de referencia para
todos los Santos de los Ultimos Dias, sin importar su filiaciéon de origen, y para
los demas cristianos que se sientan identificados con nuestros principios.
Dichas comunidades tienden a conformar teocracias democraticas, donde el
Consentimiento Comun es de caracter fundamental.

NUESTRA MISION es extender la Buena Nueva del Sefior Jesus desde la
FILOSOFIA DEL ABRAZO a todas las personas sin ninguna clase de
restriccion, ya sea étnica-cultural, de género, social u opcién sexual.

NUESTRA MISION es promover el conocimiento del Amor de Dios (Padre y
Madre) por todas y cada una de las personas de la humanidad. Testificamos
que Dios crea la unidad a través de la diversidad en la medida en que se
revela a Si mismo a personas de todas las naciones, lenguas y pueblos de
acuerdo a su entendimiento, cultura, tiempo, espacio y sociedad.

NUESTRA MISION como movimiento dentro de la Restauracion es que ésta
sea el ideal de nuestras comunidades: volver a la pureza del Evangelio y al
cristianismo primitivo de acuerdo a las Revelaciones de Dios a sus Siervos en
ésta época. De ahi nuestro nombre: Iglesia de Cristo, como la fundada el 6 de
abril de 1830 por el Profeta Joseph Smith. Esto no es obstaculo para buscar el
dialogo y el ecumenismo con toda denominacion que asi lo desee.

NUESTRA MISION es extender las bendiciones del Sacerdocio Restaurado a
todas las personas que sientan ese llamado sin distingo alguno. Ni la etnia,
geénero, posicion social, ideologia u opcidn sexual son un obstaculo para ello.

NUESTRA MISION es generar espacios para que Dios se revele al hombre,
de acuerdo a las mayordomias que éste ultimo asuma. Todo llamamiento en
esta Obra ha de ser dado o quitado de acuerdo al espiritu de profecia y
revelacion porque Dios es quien dirige su Iglesia.

NUESTRA MISION es confirmar el Sacerdocio Universal por medio de las
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ordenanzas sagradas de la ordenacion a oficios en la iglesia y por las del
Santo Templo, incluyendo el Sellamiento de las relaciones amorosas y
familiares que aspiren a unirse por tiempo y eternidad. Entendemos como un
llamado el promover una actitud sana y positiva entre los Santos de los
Ultimos Dias acerca de su expresion individual humana de afecto hacia otros
a fin de que cada uno pueda liberarse de la falsa culpa de modo que la Fe
personal pueda crecer sin inhibicion.

NUESTRA MISION ES estar “...dispuestos a llevar las cargas los unos de los
otros para que sean ligeras... llorar con los que lloran... consolar a los que
necesitan de consuelo, y ser testigos de Dios en todo tiempo, y en todas las
cosas y en todo lugar... aun hasta la muerte.” (Mosiah 18:9)

NUESTRA MISION es declarar y llevar a todos la PAZ DE DIOS, a saber
nuestro Sefor Jesucristo y su mensaje liberador y sanador. Es por eso que la
Presidencia del Sumo Sacerdocio de la Iglesia aconseja a sus miembros a ser
objetores de conciencia, no participando de actividades bélicas ni
fomentandolas de forma alguna. Somos Comunidad de Paz y Abrazo, bajo la
direccion de Jesus, el Shaléom de Dios.

English

WE BELIEVE and accept as valid for us as a Church the Articles of Faith,
written by Joseph Smith the Prophet. By virtue thereof, we solemnly proclaim
and testify that:

OUR MISSION is to establish exemplary Christian communities for all Latter-
day Saints - regardless of their original affiliation - and for other Christians who
identify with our principles. These communities tend to form democratic
theocracies, in which Common Consent is of a fundamental nature.

OUR MISSION is to spread the Good News of the Lord Jesus - guided by the
PHILOSOPHY OF THE EMBRACE - to all people, without any kind of
restriction, whether ethnic-cultural, gender-related, social, or regarding sexual
orientation.

OUR MISSION is to promote knowledge of the Love of God (Father and
Mother) for each and every person of humanity. We bear witness that God
creates unity through diversity as He reveals Himself to people of all nations,
tongues, and peoples, in accordance with their understanding, culture, time,
space, and society.

OUR MISSION as a movement within the Restoration is that the latter be the
ideal of our communities: to return to the purity of the Gospel and to primitive
Christianity, in accordance with the Revelations of God to His Servants in this
era. Hence our name: Church of Christ - like the one founded on April 6, 1830,
by the Prophet Joseph Smith. This does not constitute an obstacle to seeking
dialogue and ecumenism with any denomination that so desires.
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OUR MISSION is to extend the blessings of the Restored Priesthood to all
who feel that call, without any distinction. Neither ethnicity, gender, social
standing, ideology, nor sexual orientation constitutes an obstacle to this.

OUR MISSION is to create spaces in which God may reveal Himself to man, in
accordance with the stewardships that the latter assumes. Every calling in this
Work is to be given or withdrawn according to the spirit of prophecy and
revelation, for it is God who directs His Church.

OUR MISSION is to affirm the Universal Priesthood through the sacred
ordinances of ordination to offices in the Church and through those of the Holy
Temple - including the Sealing of loving and familial relationships that aspire to
be united for time and all eternity. We view it as a calling to foster a healthy
and positive attitude among Latter-day Saints regarding their individual human
expression of affection toward others, so that each person may be liberated
from false guilt, allowing personal Faith to grow without inhibition.

OUR MISSION IS to be “...willing to bear one another’s burdens, that they
may be light... to mourn with those that mourn... to comfort those that stand in
need of comfort, and to stand as witnesses of God at all times and in all things,
and in all places... even until death.” (LDS Mosiah 18:9)

OUR MISSION is to declare and bring to everyone the PEACE OF GOD -
namely, our Lord Jesus Christ and His liberating and healing message. For this
reason, the Presidency of the High Priesthood of the Church counsels its
members to be conscientious objectors, neither participating in warfare nor
encouraging it in any way. We are a Community of Peace and Embrace, under
the direction of Jesus, the Shalom of God.

29



Lectures on Faith

30



Lectures on Faith: Original Preface

Original Preface

from the 1835 Doctrine and Covenants

DEAR BRETHREN:

We deem it to be unnecessary to entertain you with a lengthy preface to the
following volume, but merely to say, that it contains in short, the leading items
of the religion which we have professed to believe.

The first part of the book will be found to contain a series of Lectures as
delivered before a Theological class in this place, and in consequence of their
embracing the important doctrine of salvation, we have arranged them into the
following work.

The second part contains items or principles for the regulation of the church,
as taken from the revelations which have been given since its organization, as
well as from former ones.

There may be an aversion in the minds of some against receiving any thing
purporting to be articles of religious faith, in consequence of there being so
many now extant; but if men believe a system, and profess that it was given by
inspiration, certainly, the more intelligibly they can present it, the better. It does
not make a principle untrue to print it, neither does it make it true not to print it.

The church viewing this subject to be of importance, appointed, through their
servants and delegates the High Council, your servants to select and compile
this work. Several reasons might be adduced in favor of this move of the
Council, but we only add a few words. They knew that the church was evil
spoken of in many places—its faith and belief misrepresented, and the way of
truth thus subverted. By some it was represented as disbelieving the bible, by
others as being an enemy to all good order and uprightness, and by others as
being injurious to the peace of all governments civil and political.

We have, therefore, endeavored to present, though in few words, our belief,
and when we say this, humbly trust, the faith and principles of this society as a
body.

We do not present this little volume with any other expectation than that we
are to be called to answer to every principle advanced, in that day when the
secrets of all hearts will be revealed, and the reward of every man's labor be
given him.

With sentiments of esteem and sincere respect, we subscribe ourselves your
brethren in the bonds of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

JOSEPH SMITH JR | OLIVER COWDERY |
SIDNEY RIGDON | F.G. WILLIAMS

Kirtland, Ohio, February 17, 1835.
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1980s Preface

According to "The Angel of the Desert"
Vol. 1 No. 2 (February 22nd, 1988)

Since the volume will also contain Lectures on Faith and since the Lectures
are complete that | would print the preface to the Lectures. it explains the
action that the Restoration Church of Jesus Christ took in accepting the
volume as scripture, and in fact, why it should be considered scripture by
anybody seeking to develop the attribute of faith.

This series of lectures, prepared by the Prophet Joseph Smith during the
Winter of 1834-1835 and delivered before the School of the Prophets in
Kirtland, Ohio, was designed as a basic course in theology for those in training
for future positions as leaders in the Kingdom of God.

As stated in Lecture 1 Verse 1: “Faith [is] the first principle in revealed religion,
and the foundation of all righteousness.” in an organization which believes
Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ to be “the first principle of the Gospel) (Fourth
Article of Faith), such a series of lectures, prepared and delivered by an
individual called and sustained as a prophet of God, naturally deserves a place
of prominence.

Joseph Smith makes this clear in his autobiography:

“Our school for the Elders was now well attended, and with the lectures on
theology, which were regularly delivered, absorbed for the time being
everything else of a temporal nature. The classes, being mostly Elders,
gave the most studious attention to the all-important object of qualifying
themselves as messengers of Jesus Christ, to be ready to do His will in
carrying the glad tidings to all that would open their ears, eyes, and hearts.”
(History of the Church, Vol. 2, pp 175-176)

Further:

“During the month of January, | was engaged in the school of the Elders,
and in preparing the lectures on theology for publication in the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants.”

(History of the Church, Vol. 2, p. 180)

That these lectures were originally intended for inclusion in the Doctrine and
Covenants is further substantiated by the following:

“The following are two short lectures which where delivered before a
Theological class, in this place last winter. These lectures are being
compiled and arranged with other documents of instruction and regulation
for the Church, entitled “Doctrine and Covenants of the Church of the
Latter-day Saints”, etc. It may be well, for the information of churches
abroad, to say, that this book will contain the important revelations on
doctrine and church government, now extant, and will, we trust, give them a
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perfect understanding of the doctrine believed by this society. Such a work
has long been called for, and if we are prospered a few weeks, soon shall
have this volume ready for distribution.”

(Messenger and Advocate, May, 1835, p.122)

The entire completed volume was presented before a general assembly of the
quorums of the Church in Kirtland August 17th, 1835. These lectures were
included under a section labeled Doctrine while the compilation of revelations
was included under a section labeled Covenants, hence the name Doctrine
and Covenants. This volume was unanimously accepted by the quorums
voting individually and as a combined body (see History of the Church, Vol. 2,
pp 243-251)

This same conference approved the addition of a testimony given by the
Twelve Apostles and a preface written by the compilation committee
(consisting of Joseph Smith, Oliver Cowdery, Sidney Rigdon, and Frederick G,
Williams).

The testimony of the Twelve Apostles included the following assertion:

“We therefore bear testimony to all the world... that these commandments
were given by inspiration of God, and are profitable for all [people], and are
verily true...”

The preface states the following:

“The first part of this book will be found to contain a series of lectures as
delivered before a theological class in this place, and in consequence of
their embracing these important doctrine of salvation, we have arranged
them in the following work.

... There may be an aversion in the minds of some against receiving
anything purporting to be articles of religious faith in consequence of there
being so many extant; but if [people] believe a system, and profess that it
was given by inspiration, certainly the more intelligibly they can present it
the better. It does not make a principle untrue to print it, neither does it
make it true not to print it.

... We have, therefore, endeavored to present, though in a few words, our
belief, and when we say this, humbly trust, the faith and principles of this
society as a body.”

The Priesthood of the Restoration Church of Jesus Christ met in quarterly
conference in Los Angeles, California on March 21st, 1987 and voted to
sustain the Lectures on Faith as “the Word and Will of the Lord for the
Church”. This proposal was also accepted on March 22nd 1987 by the
Semiannual Conference of the Church.
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While many other Restoration Churches have omitted these lectures from their
subsequent editions of the Doctrine and Covenants, and while there are
several published editions of the Lectures on Faith extant, the Restoration
Church of Jesus Christ publishes this volume The Lectures on Faith as sacred
scripture.

While one could argue extensively for the historical authenticity of the Prophet
Joseph Smith’s original intentions that these lectures be considered scripture,
any serious study of these lectures must include practical application of the
eternal principles as contained herein as well as a prayerful appeal to the Spirit
of God.

It is our testimony that the doctrines presented herein are true principles
designed to build faith in the minds and hearts of people who apply them.

2026 Preface

The Lectures on Faith are approximately 70 pages in length. Since they are
readily available elsewhere, and since including them in the printed edition of
this book would substantially increase its cost, they have been omitted from
this volume. Nevertheless, their significance rightly belongs within these
pages.
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1988 Preface

According to “The Angel of the Desert”
Vol 1 No 3, 4 - March, April 1988

In March of 1987, The Restoration Church of Jesus Christ in conference
assembled accepted as the Word of the Lord for them four revelations given to
John Taylor and Wilford Woodruff in 1880, 1882, 1886, and 1889. These
revelations were given to the presidents of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, but were never presented to that body for a sustaining vote,
and in fact, the successors to these men in the presidency denied that these
revelations were ever received. This is the reason why these four revelations
are called the “Hidden” Revelations"

Interpreted within the context of the times in which they were given, these
revelations appear to some as speaking only of that single portion of the New
and Everlasting Covenant known as plural marriage. However, the words
"plural", and "polygamy" do not appear in any of these four revelations. The
word "marriage" occurs once - in connection with a covenant.

The Lord had a much broader subject in mind and simply used the questions
and problems posed by the problems of that day to teach much more far-
reaching principles: namely, the eternal nature of The New and Everlasting
Covenant and the necessity to live the laws of God:

My Son John: You asked me concerning the New and Everlasting covenant
and how far it is binding upon my people; thus saith the Lord: All
commandments that | give must be obeyed by those calling themselves by My
Name, unless they are revoked by me or by My authority, and how can |
revoke an everlasting covenant; for |, the Lord, am everlasting. (1886
Revelation to John Taylor.)

For if My Priesthood, whom | have called, and endowed with the spirit and gifts
of their several callings, and with the powers thereof, do not acknowledge Me,
| will not acknowledge them, saith the Lord; for | will be honored and obeyed
by My Priesthood. (1882 Revelation to John Taylor.)

Section 132 of the (LDS) D&C makes it clear that Celestial Marriage is a new
and everlasting covenant, but it is only part of THE New and Everlasting
Covenant, which covers "all covenants, contracts, bonds, obligations, oaths,
vows, performances, connections, associations, [and] expectations" which
should be "made and entered into and sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise",
and which endure in and after the resurrection. (verse 7)

What is a society if not those beings which compose it and those things which
enable them to relate one to another. Section 132:7 lists just about everything
that could be considered a relationship between two people, including but not
limited to marriage. The Kingdom of God on earth, then, is nothing more than
a group of people who are bound together in all their relationships by the
ordinances of Th